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542 Reviews of Books M.V.H.E. 

American government. With a consideration of the problems of de- 
mocracy. By Frank Abbott Magruder, Ph.D., instructor of politics, 
Princeton university. (Chicago: Allyn and Bacon, 1917. 468 p. 
$1.25) 
This volume is intended for use as a high school text-book in govern- 
ment and citizenship. The author states in substance that the aims in 
teaching American government are : first, to impress upon the pupil his 
responsibility as a future citizen, for the development of better govern- 
ment; second, to show that the state has evolved from a simple organ- 
ization for defense to the complex socialized society of today, and that it 
is still evolving ; third, to explain the operation of government — nation- 
al, state, and local — ^emphasizing the functions vnthout neglecting the 
necessary details of framework; fourth, to make plain the influence of 
the judiciary; and fifth, "to present the political and social problems of 
today such as the initiative, referendum, recall, short ballot, woman 
suffrage, industrial education, and prohibition." He has succeeded in 
presenting a text which will be a great help in accomplishing the aims 
set forth. 

The book consists of twenty-nine chapters, three appendices, and a 
working index. Very little space is given to historical considerations. 
The first chapter is an interesting discussion of the benefits of govern- 
ment. It is followed by one of seven pages on the development of the 
state from the earliest stages to the present. Ten pages suffice to pre- 
sent the origin and formation of the federal constitution. The frame- 
work, functions, and operation of the federal government are discussed 
in fourteen chapters. State and local governments are discussed in nine 
chapters, and one chapter is devoted to each of the following: political 
parties and politics, suifrage, nominations and elections, public education, 
social legislation. 

The arrangement is good. The book is well-proportioned, well-printed, 
and generally complete. Numerous good illustrations well selected are 
used to advantage. The book is full of interest and the many questions 
on the text and questions for discussion appended to each chapter form 
a valuable feature. There is an adequate but not extensive bibliography 
at the end of each chapter. 

I. L. Pollock 

A ieginner's history. By William H. Mace, professor of history, Syra- 
cuse university. (Chicago: Rand, McNally and company, 1916. 
404 p. $.60) 
This book is intended as a text book for pupils who are just beginning 

the study of United States history. The author makes the text inspira- 
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tional as well as informational by telling the story of the lives of the 
men and women who have been influential in moulding the developing 
nation. Those who favor the teaching of history by the biographical 
method will welcome this book. 

One-fourth of the text, treating of about twenty-five explorers, colon- 
izers, and missionaries and of the industries, manners, and customs of the 
people of their time, is devoted to the colonial period. From Washing- 
ton to Goethals an admirable selection of about forty-five characters — 
statesmen, soldiers, frontiersmen, inventors, and administrators — is 
presented. Seven "heroines of national progress" are included. The 
treatment of the social, economic, and political aspects of the nation's 
development is well-balanced. 

There are more than two hundred illustrations, many of which are 
good and some of which are meaningless. The fifty-eight portraits 
of the leading characters and the more than twenty maps constitute val- 
uable features of the work. At the end of each of the twenty-five di- 
visions of the text is a group of "suggestions intended to help the pu- 
pil." These suggestions are divided into three parts: first, the leading 
facts of the division are enumerated ; second, a group of study ques- 
tions are given; and third, some well-selected readings are suggested. 
The book is fairly well made and includes a glossary of about two hiui- 
dred fifty words and a good working index. 

I. L. Pollock 

History of the United States. By Henry William Elson, Ph.D., Litt.D. 
(New York: Macmillan company, 1917. 1022 p. $1.80) 

Thirteen years after its first publication, this one-volume history of 
the United States appears in a revised edition. The revision, however, 
is confined to the addition of two chapters of thirty and eight pages re- 
spectively; these bring the narrative down to the second election of 
Wilson. In other respects the edition is identical with the first issue — 
printed from the same plates, with all of the original errors, typographi- 
cal, and otherwise. The text has not profited by the author's invitation, 
thirteen years ago — ' ' the pointing out of any errors by the reader will 
be deemed a kindness." 

The stamp of general approval, however, has been placed on Mr. El- 
son's volume by a demand which has necessitated eighteen reprints, and 
its merits and defects are too well-known to call for a discussion of the 
older portion at this time. The first of the new chapters, entitled ' ' The 
twentieth century," is an excellent summary of events since 1905. Party 
history; tariff, trust, and financial legislation; and relations with Mex- 
ico and the European belligerents during our period of neutrality, are 



